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The Great Club 
for Boys Road Trip
by Elizabeth Ruen, Special Events Director

N  ine boys anxiously 
waited outside The Club 
for Boys doors on a 

warm morning in July anticipating 
the adventure that was ahead of them. 
One boy, Nathan Miller, age 12, upon 
being asked what he was most excited 
about exclaimed, “All of it!”
   The boys, ranging in age from 12 
to 15, all signed up to bike over 100 
miles through the Black Hills in 
four days. Dubbed, the Great Club 
for Boys Road Trip, the adventure 
covered the length of the Mickelson 
Trail, starting at Deadwood on a 
Monday and ending at Edgemont on a 
Thursday.  
   Event organizer, Craig Tieszen, 
former Rapid City Chief of Police and 
38-year-long volunteer at the Club, 
came up with the idea for the trip. “I 
have biked on the trail many times,” 
said Tieszen. “I thought it would be a 
great adventure for me and the kids to 
say we completed the whole trail.”

   The boys, Tieszen, and a rotating 
group of volunteers started each day 
at a different spot on the trail and 
biked around 28 miles. Each evening 
the boys returned to The Club for 
Boys’ cabin near Deerfi eld Lake for 
supper, games, relaxation, and to 
sleep.
   Madison Woods, age 14, signed up 
for the trip because he likes to bike 
and thought it would be 
fun. “I have never biked 
on the Mickelson Trail 
before,” said Woods. 
“Now I am going to bike 
the whole thing, over 100 
miles!” 
   The Great Club for 
Boys Road Trip was 
offered as part of the 
Club’s outdoor and trips 
and outings programs. In 
the summer, boys get to 
go on trips to the park, 
swimming at local pools, 
visits to local attractions, 

fi shing at different lakes, and hiking 
in the Black Hills.
   “The outdoor program and the trips 
and outings program are both very 
important to the boys,” said Scott 
Bader, executive director. “With 58 
percent of our boys coming from 
low-income families, these are 
opportunities many boys may not 
otherwise get to experience.”

Ready...Set...Here Come the Holidays
Pre-order your holiday greeting cards and wreaths today!

W  hy order greeting 
cards from a catalog 
or website? Instead 

order your holiday cards, featuring 
the work of local artists, through The 
Club for Boys. A portion of your 
purchase will be tax deductible!

   The 2008 holiday greeting cards 
feature the work of artists Jon Crane, 
Richard DuBois, Nancyjane Huehl, 
and James Van Nuys. You can choose 
one of fi ve greetings to be printed 
in your cards or leave them blank. 
You can also have your own greeting  
printed in the cards along with your 

company or family name.
   New this year, The Club for Boys 
Thrift Store will be taking pre-orders 
on wreaths. You can select from four 
sizes and each comes with a bow.
   For additional information and to 
order cards and wreaths online, visit 
www.theclubforboys.com.

After four days of riding, six boys rode the entire Mickelson 
Trail from Deadwood to Edgemont. Pictured left to right at the 
conclusion of the trip are Gordon Little Cloud, board member 
and ride organizer Craig Tieszen, Madison Woods, Seth Krick, 
Cameron Fackrell, Derek Bauer, and Tommy Bader.



Craig Tieszen met his wife, 
Deb, by accident. He was 
a police offi cer and she 

was a paramedic and they met at a car 
accident at the intersection of 5th and 
Omaha Streets. The Tieszens have 
two adult daughters: Leslie, 27, and 
Laura, 25.
   Born in Canistota, S.D., Craig was 
a student at South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology when he 
decided to volunteer at The Club for 
Boys during the spring semester of 
1969. During the summer of 1969, 
the Club’s gym director was drafted 
and Craig was employed in his place. 
That summer, Craig worked at Brown 
Swiss Milk Co. from 3 a.m. until 8 
a.m. and then went to work at the 
Club from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. He 
interspersed this with taking boys on 
overnight campouts and fi shing trips.
   After serving in the Peace Corps 
in Kenya from 1971-1975, Craig 
returned to Rapid City and joined 
the Rapid City Police Department. 
Almost immediately he reconnected 
with The Club for Boys. At that time 
the Club was still temporarily housed 
at the Rice Cycle Building after the 
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fl ood of 1972 made the old Club 
unusable.   
   Craig became Chief of the Rapid 
City Police Department in 2000 and 
retired in July 2007. He is currently 
running as a Republican for the SD 
State Senate from District 34.
   For 20 years, Craig has served as a 
board member of The Club for Boys. 
When the Club for Boys Foundation 
was established in 2002, he also 
agreed to serve on that board. Two 
other Foundation board members 
also serve on the Club’s board: Rod 
Meador and Pat Tlustos.
   Asked why the Club has remained 
one of his favorite organizations 
over so many years, Craig replied, 
“Because of the things that have 
changed and the things that haven’t 
changed.” He went on to explain, 
“The core values, program, and the 
mission of the Club have not changed 
over the years. What has changed 
is that we continue to improve. For 
example, the building is much better 
than in the early years and the staff is 
bigger and more well-qualifi ed. On 
the whole, we just keep progressing. 
And the Foundation is essential to 
the Club reaching the next level. The 
Foundation’s vision is above and 
beyond the day-to-day operation of 
the Club and this vision is critical for 
the Club to advance.”   
   For information about The Club 
for Boys Foundation, contact Sara 
Gentry at 343-3500. 

TThe Father’s Day 5K was a success with 
beautiful weather and over 100 adults 
and children participating. This annual 
event benefi ts The Club for Boys summer 
program. The Club provides a safe, 
caring, fun and educational environment 
for boys to spend their summer days.

Thank you to the following sponsors for 
making the Father’s Day 5K a success.

Gold
Stanford Adelstein
Moyle Petroleum/Common Cents
Schmid Insurance Agency, Inc.
RBC Dain Rauscher

Bronze
Big D. Oil Co.

Contributor
Clarke Electric & Communication
Construction Industry Center
Courtesy Subaru, Inc.
Dodge Town, Inc.
Financial Consultants of Rapid City
Fisher Beverage
Ketel Thorstenson, LLP
Tri-State Tire and Auto

Prize Contributor
Armadillo’s Ice Cream Shoppe, Inc.
B & L Bagel
Landstrom’s Original Black Hills Gold
Peppy’s Pizza
Ranch Amusement Park
Reptile Gardens
Stamper Black Hills Gold
TGI Fridays
WaTiki Indoor Waterpark Resort
Zaynerz Parkway Restaurant

Special Thanks
The Runner’s Shop
Matt Stephens

Club Hosts 5K

Craig Tieszen, member of both the Club and 
Foundation boards, is pictured here with his 
bicycle in front of the Club. 



From the Mouths of Boys
I was out in the games room when a young boy came up to me and asked if he could play heads or 
tails for a quarter. I do this often with the boys so they have a chance to win a quarter for the snack 
bar or a video game.  I reached into my pocket and told the little boy, “Sorry, 
I do not have a quarter.”  The little boy then said, “I asked you last week to 
play heads or tails and you did not have a quarter then either.”  And then with 
a frown on his face and a real serious tone he said,  “I think you better get a 
part-time job!”
       -Dave Oyler, Director of Special Projects

Leon Martin*• 
Bill & Carol McCollam• 
Rod Meador• 
Midwest Medical Insurance Company*• 
Scott Nash• 
William Parsons• 
Larry Patnoe• 
Amy & Robert Perry• 
Quality Auction Services, Inc.• 
Quest Communications• 
Radiology Associates*• 
Kevin Randall*• 
Rapid City Cosmopolitan Club*• 
RBC Dain Rauscher Foundation*• 
Gene Reiling• 
Don & Linda Rydstrom*• 
Sam’s Club Foundation*• 
Schmid Insurance Agency, Inc.*• 
Jim & Mary Scull*• 
SECO Construction, Inc.• 
Hani & Barb Shafai*• 
Lennis Shafranek• 
Brent Siekman• 
Frank & Angela Smyle• 
Lloyd & Jan Sohl• 
Dave & Betty Strain• 
Kevin & Billie Jo Strand• 
Alan & Jeanine Stull• 
SymCom, Inc.*• 
Brent & Deana Taylor• 
Larry Teuber*• 
Mike & Tina Theis*• 
Pat & Mary Tlustos,*• 
TREA Bingo• 
U.S. Bank• 
Tim & Kim Watt*• 
Wells Fargo Bank• 
Western Dakota Insurors, Inc.• 
Fred Whiting• 
Roger & Diane Wilson• 
Philip & Carolie Zacher• 

AAA Plumbing• 
Stanford Adelstein & Lynda Clark*• 
Agents of Insurance, Inc.• 
Feudor Aijala• 
All Star Construction• 
Ken & Mary Bauman• 
Fran Bachand• 
Scott & Margaret Bader• 
Jeffrey Bailie• 
Glenn & Ardis Barber• 
Rueben & Marlowe Bareis• 
Dale Berkebile*• 
William & Shana Bernhard*• 
Mark & Jolene Bevier• 
Big D Oil Co.• 
Black Hills Ammunition, Inc*• 
Black Hills Board of Realtors*• 
Black Hills Harley-Davidson*• 
Black Hills Surgery Center*• 
Boyds Drug Mart• 
David & Mary Boyer*• 
Tina Bradley• 
Rick & Jane Brady• 
Lonnie Braun*• 
John & Dorothy Brewick• 
Lyle & Gayla Brink• 
Roger & Marlene Broer• 
Karen Brown• 
Gary and Gloria Brown*• 
Paul & Carol Case• 
Harry and Barb Christianson• 
Clarke Electric & Communication• 
James Clement*• 
Steve & Sue Colgan• 
Contractors Supply, Inc.• 
Copy Country• 
Earl & Arletta Dailey• 
Dallerie Davis• 
Dean Kurtz Construction, Co.• 
Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity*• 
Clifford & Delores Deschamp*• 

Jeffrey Devine*• 
Joe & Jolene Dobbs• 
Dodge Town, Inc.• 
Dan & Judy Dryden• 
Dunham Enterprises*• 
Charles Dunmire• 
Elizabeth J. Sabin Trust*• 
Doyle Estes & Kathryn Johnson*• 
Glenn Fauss• 
Financial Consultants of Rapid City• 
First Western Bank• 
Byron Frank• 
Harold & Sandra Fromm• 
Timothy & Debra Frost• 
Michael & Marnie Gould• 
Ralph & Diane Grahek• 
Green Star Camper Center• 
David & Mary Ann Hailey• 
Arlene Ham-Burr• 
Roger & Christy Heacock• 
Heavy Constructors, Inc.• 
Brad Heilman• 
Steven Heilman• 
David & Kathy Hersrud• 
Hills Materials Company• 
Nancyjane Huehl• 
Intergalactic Marketing• 
J. Scull Construction Services, Inc.*• 
Roger Johnsen*• 
Dave Johnson & Kathy Oulman Johnson• 
Ketel Thorstenson, LLP• 
Courtney Klemann• 
Mark & Lori Kline• 
Kohl’s Cares for Kids*• 
Thomas & Mollie Krafka*• 
Herb & Mary Kron• 
Tom & Judy Lien*• 
George & Beverly Locke• 
John & Bernita Loucks• 
Jack & Lori Lynass*• 
MAC Construction Company*• 

In Appreciation

The Club for Boys would like to thank everyone who donated gifts of time, money or inkind from April through 
June 2008.  The following people gave cash gifts of $100 or more. Those with an * gave $500 or more.
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Our Schedule 

Return Service Requested

August
August 11 Holiday Greeting Card Sales Begin
August 25-29 Club Closed for Staff In-Service & Back to School Preparation

September
September 1-5 Club Closed for Staff In-Service & Back to School Preparation
September 8 First Day of School Year Program
September 29 Club Closed for Staff In-Service

October
October 13-14 Club Open 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
October 30 Halloween Party
October 31 Club Closed for Staff In-Service

November
November 10 Club Open 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
November 11 Club Closed for Veteran’s Day
November 22 Christmas Tree Sales Begin
November 26 Family Thanksgiving Supper
November 27 Club Closed for Thanksgiving
November 28  Club Closed for Staff In-Service


